Introduction
This essay is the revised and expanded manuscript of a paper given in January 1999 on the occasion of the ceremonies to mark the centenary of the Institute of Geo¬ graphy in Würzburg. The task of this paper was to re¬ flect upon the future of regional geography. In view of the peripheral position regional geography occupies in the German-speaking countries such a task is not an insignificant challenge. In how far can regional geogra¬ phy be looked upon as an up-to-date academic activity today, after having been given up as the paradigmatic comerstone of the discipline in the course of the mod¬ ernisation in the 60's and 70's and after having played a peripheral role in the discipline ever since? Eugen Wirth (1998) recently submitted his proposal, by suggesting the theory of action as a possible starting point for scientific regional research. This paper goes about addressing the problem in a dif¬ ferent fashion, by first identifying present socio-spatial developments which might serve as starting points for a modern, competitive regional geography. The next step is to try and spell out the conditions which regional ge¬ ography needs to meet in order to be regarded as an upto-date research task. These prerequisites are taken from the modern conceptions of science. Finally, on the basis of these considerations, possible research issues of a reconstituted regional geography are discussed. Some of these reflections are informed by or build on a recent paper by Susan Hanson (1999) who discusses the rift that took place in human geography during the «quantitative revolution» and which now seems to be on the wane. Hanson highlights signs of a reconnection between the two large Strands in human geography which deal with nature-society, the specific («idio-graphic») on the one hand and with society-space, generalizable knowledge (quantification and abstraction) etc. on the other. One of the most stimulating observations Hanson (1999: 137) arrives at is her analysis of the reasons behind that reconnection: It is the structuralist notion ofthe fact that key concepts in human geogra¬ phy, like nature, society and space, are all to some de¬ gree socially constructed. This recognition has «eroded the boundary between nature-society and societyspace» and therefore provides a valuable starting-point for the key concern of this paper: to show that regional geography can be considered a feasible academic endeavour. According to Hermann Lautensach (1933) , by the early 30s regional geography had developed to become the «core» of the discipline. Amongst others, Hettner (1927: 122ff) had by then successfully codified regional geography so that it occupied a central position within geography. This was so mainly because it was assumed that regional geography had an overarching, integrating role to play in the discipline (Plewe 1952 (Blotevogel 1996 (Claval 1998.2: 69 (Claval 1998.1: 160 (Wehling 1995 
